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The members of Congress are fallin
oyer one another in introducing bills and
resolutions to suspend the tariff on coal
during the present stringency The strin
eency ttIII probably be past however be

fore any of the bills are

Representative Loudenblageu of

New Jersey has introduced n bill amend ¬

ing the act of June 27 1800 providing

that an applicant for pension or increase
of pension shall upon arriving at the age

of 70 years be held to be wholly disabled
for earning a support by manual labor
and entitled to the maximum ratiug of

12 per month provided by said Act
Why not give it to the veterans now

They every one richly deserve it and it
should be no longer withheld

Sexator Cuixoji for his colleague
Senator Mason who is now having n
Iiard time with his fences in Illinois
makes a long stride toward paternalism
by the introduction of a bill providing

that whenever any coal mine remains un
operated to the prejudice of the people
tlie Attorney General shall apply to the
court for a receiver and if the court finds
It necessary for the general welfare it
shall --appoint a receiver to operate the
mine and turn over all the proceeds to
the owners whenever the conrt shall de
termine that the public interests are no
longer suffering The passage of such a
bill would certainly make a new departure
In our policy If the Government could
seize a coal mine and operate it it could
seize anything else There is no reason
why it should not run a butchers shop
when the retailer raises the price of meat
exorbitantly or baker shops when the
bakers refuse a reasonable price for their
loaves We should hare socialism upon
m at once

There has always been considerable
anxiety among financiers as to what can
he made the basis of National bank cir-

culation
¬

The present system of basing
the notes upon United States bonds is
entirely satisfactory but the constant ten-
dency

¬

is to reduce the public debt and
therefore to take away this basis which
would curtail the circulation probably in

a dangerous way All attempts to find

a satisfactory substitute have failed The
notes cannot be based upon State bonds
because while most of the States are en-

tirely
¬

solvent and their bonds worth quite
os much as those of the United States
there are several whose bonds are very
much depreciated Of course it would
not do to differentiate between the bonds
of one State and another Then the Su-

preme
¬

Court has decided that the United
States cannot compel any State to pay it
debts Very many of the railroads bond
are quite as good as the United States or
State bonds but the same objection
arises There are many railroads which
are not good and if the Government ac ¬

cepted any bonds it would become the in
dorscr of the hoods to the people a thing
not to be tolerated Senator Fairbanks
seeks to partially meet this difficulty by
a law making the bonds Issued to con
struct the Isthmian Canal security for
National Bank notes Inasmuch as the
United States indorses these notes they
are as good security as the regular bonds
The bill also reduces the tax upon the
National bank circulation to one half pef
cent per annum

REPORTS MUST BE OPEN TO CLAIMANTS

An act making appropriations for the
payments of invalid and other pensions
for the fiscal year ending June 30 1904
which wna approved Dec 23 has now
been printed It appropriates for the pay ¬

ment of pensions 138500000 for the
salaries of 18 Pension Agents at 4000
each 72000 for clerk hire for the same

430000 for rents 10000 for sta ¬

tionery and other necessary expenses
33000 It prohibits any pension attor-

ney
¬

claim agent or other person from re¬

ceiving any compensation for services ren-

dered
¬

in securing an introduction or pas-
sage

¬

of a bill granting pension or in-

crease of pension The penalty for this
Is a fine not exceeding 500 Imprison
ment not exceeding two years or both
The following features of the Act are
especially interesting to veterans inas
much as they reverse Evanss practice
and instructions to Examining Surgeons
as to their ratings and give the right to
every applicant or his attorney to exam
ine not only the reports of the Surgeons
but also those of the Special Examiners
with regard to his case

For fees and expenses of Examining
Surgeons pensions for services rendered
within the fiscal year 1904 800000
And each member of each Examining
Board shall as now authorized by law
receive the sum of 2 for the examina ¬

tion of each applicant whenever five or
less number shall be examined on any
one day and 1 for the examination of
each additional nnnllcant on kiip1 liv- -

Provided That If 20 or more applicants
appear on oni day no fewer than 20
aiiau ii practicable ue examined on saidnay ana mat ir lewer examinations lit
then made 20 or more having appeared
then there shall be paid for the first ri
aminations made on the next examination
Iay the fee of 1 only until 20 examina ¬

tions shall have been made Provided
further That no fee shall be uaid in inmember of an Examining Board unless
personally present and assisting In the
examination or applicant Ann provided
further That the report of such Exam ¬

ining Surgeons shall specifically state the
rating wnirn in tneir jiiigment the appli
cant Is entitled to and the report of such
Examining Surgeons shnll specifically andacc irately set forth the physical condi ¬

tion of the applicant each and every ex ¬

isting disability being fully and carefully
described The reports of the Special Ex-
aminers

¬

of the Bureau of Pensions shall
be open to inspection and copy by the ap¬

plicant or his attorney under such rulen
and regulations an the Secretary of theInterior may prescribe

-

A SEBVICE PENSIOH IS A NATIONAL DEBT

If for no other reasons n Service Pen
sion is distinctly owed to the survivors of

the war in satisfaction for the advantages
the Government was obliged to take of

them in the matter of their pay The
question of pay was of little consequence

to most of the young men who flocked to

the defciise of the Flag They would

have gone all the same had there not been

a dollar paid tlicm and when they were

once in the army they would have fought

on to the end though the greenbacks in

which they were paid became as worth¬

less ns the Confederate money

They went out to save the Government

and the sacrifice iu tho way of pay was
the smallest of the many that they made

in the performance of their duty But
when the country was saved when the
bitter contest was over and peace and
prosperity returned to the land they

were not a little disturbed to see that the
men who merely lent money to the Na¬

tion were repaid to the uttermost farthing
of the faceTalue of their bonds while no
mention was made of the injustice that
had been done them by paying them in
money worth frequently only one third of
that which was agreed upon when they
enlisted

The 91S10 men who responded to Pres ¬

ident Lincolns first call received 11 n
month in gold or its equivalent Congress
then raised the pay to 13 a month Of
course there was no other thought than
this would be gold and silver in which
the Government had nlways paid its ob-

ligations
¬

Under the second call 7000S0
enlisted for three years and 15007 for
three months Under the third call 421
405 men enlisted for three years Under
the fourth call S75SS men enlisted for
nine months Under the fifth call 1G3G1
men enlisted for six months Under the
sixth call 3G93S0 men enlisted for three
years Under the seventh call 292193
men enlisted for three years All these
men received 13 a month but imme-
diately

¬

after the enlistment of those un-

der
¬

tho second call the Government began
to pay them in paper which Gen Scott
assured them was as good as gold aud
presumably would remain so but which
at once began to decline in value until
by the middle of 1SC4 the greenback dol-

lar
¬

was worth only 35 cents in gold Thus
while every other kind of labor and serv¬

ice at home was bringing immensely en ¬

hanced rewards the pay of the soldier
had lost two thirds of the value originally
promised The men who fought the Pen
insular Campaign who to5k Fort Donel
son and went through the awful wrestle
of blood at Shiloh who fo tight at Perry
ville aud stood with Rosecrans in the
evil hour at Stone River who went
through the fearful fighting of the second
Bull Run and that sanguinary 17th of
September at Antictam who struggled
through the malarious swamps of the
Mississippi and captured Vicksburg to al-

low
¬

the Father of Waters to flow un
vcxed to the sea who won the crowning
victory of Gettysburg and stood with
Thomas on Chickamaugas River of Death
who hurled Bragg back from the frown ¬

ing nights of Lookout Mountain and
Mission Ridge who starved with Burn
side in East Tennessee received for all
this but 13 a month in greenbacks tlie
value of which averaged but little over
50 cents In other words the men who
were performing these momentous serv-
ices

¬

suffering nil these intense strains and
hardships braving every day the most
mortal dangers received somewhere be¬

tween 0 and 7 a month where mechan ¬

ics at home were getting 3 or 4 a day
and higher and laborers in other harvest
fields than those of death received like
amounts

The glaring injustice of this was so ap ¬

parent tfint May 18C4 Congress raised
the pay of the private soldier to 16 a
month but in the meanwhile the depre-
ciation

¬

of the greenback had gone on still
more rapidly until in July 1804 it took
285 in greenbacks to buy 1 In gold

Practically 1 in gold waa worth 3 in
greenbacks On this pay the men fought
the frightful struggle of the Wilderness
the siege of Petersburg destroyed Earlys
army In the Shenandoah fought for 100
days from Chattanooga to Atlanta and
made the March to the Sea and through
the Carolinas and utterly wrecked Hoods
army before Nashville They accepted
this beggarly pay with patriotic willing ¬

ness because the Government was in sore
straits for money and differing from any
soldiers in history they cared only for the
reward of victory and to rescue our in-

stitutions
¬

from destruction But when
thty came home and resumed their civil
employments began paying taxes and pro-
viding

¬

the revenue for the Government
they fonnd that the men who had simply
been lending money to the Government
at extortionate rates of interest who had
driven the hardest and most usurious bar ¬

gains were demanding In gold the last
hard earned penny of the face of their
bonds Where they had lent 100 in de
preciated greenbacks to the Government
sreenbacks worth anywhere from 35 cents
upward and had received an interest in
cold of from 12 to 15 per cent they were
now demanding 100 cents in gold on every
dollar they loaned The most unheard of
and drastic measures were resorted to in
order to pay them this and for years they
received 150000000 a year in gold more
than the pensions are costing today To
meet this tho young veterans who had
come home and were industriously labor ¬

ing to build up a war wrecked country
paid taxes on everything from the
matches with which they lighted their
tires in the morning to the ontiin
irup with which they stilled their snf--

fering babes at midnight They patriotic-
ally

¬

endured all this burden as they had
the hardships of the field for they want
ed to secure the country from any mort
gage and to transmit it with its credit un
xtuined to their successors

Uncle Sam must be a gentleman
they said and must pay in full every cent
of his indebtedness no matter how hard
u bargain his creditors may have driven
with him

The country was then relative to to-
day

¬

quite poor and the whole burden of
i he taxes fell upon the two thirds of the
people living north of Mason and Diioui
line The South was prostrate aud could
and would do nothing

Now with the wealth of the country
live or six times what It was in 1803
with the Treasury bursting with monei
for which there is no use or employment
it seems only simple honor end justice
that the Government should make some

i

return to the men who saved its existence
by such unheard of sacrifices and the be-

stowal
¬

of a Service Pension of 12 a
month to every one of them or his widow
is as little as it can do in decency

O0V VAN SANT

Gov S R Van Saxt of Minnesota
who is doing more practical work against
tho trusts than any other man in the
country and making less noise about it
entered upon his second term Jan 7 and
in his inaugural message set forth his pol ¬

icy in words of no uncertain sound He
said

The Executive officers of the State are
doing and will continue to do all in their
power to defeat this connection It may
bo that the courts will decide that the
laws of one State can be evaded or vio-

lated
¬

by means of a corporation organized
tinder the laws of another State if so
ail the benefits of the more perfect un ¬

ion so earnestly sought by tlie framcrs
of the Constitution und so much desired
by all law abiding citizens will not be
realized I have an abiding faith how-
ever

¬

that the laws of the State will be
sustained and that the attempt to evade
them in the manner stated will be de-

feated
¬

Among other things Tie recommended
that the 4 per cent gross earnings tax law
which failed of ratification at the last
election be rcsnbmittcd He made an-

other
¬

recommendation on entirely differ-

ent
¬

lines to the effect that 150000 be ap¬

propriated for the establishment of a san-

itarium
¬

for consumptives in tho pine
woods district

HIGH PRICES OF MEAT

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Brig
hams statement last week that the Trust
was not responsible for the high prices of
meat but the retail dealers were has been
an eletric shock which will result in great
relief to housekeepers generally There is
no doubt of the truth o this statement
for the prevailing prices of live stock on
the farms and at the abattoirs will not at
all justify the high prices charged by the
retailers With native steers selling in
Chicago from 424 to 550 U is extor-
tion

¬

to charge 30 cents a puand for porter¬

house steak and 20 cents a pound for
round steak It appears that the great
abattoir firms immediately reduced their
prices to the retailers but these had gotten
so infatuated with the high prices that
they could not bear t5 reduce their profits
We hod the same thing a few years ago
when the extraordinary drop in wheat and
Dour occurred The bakers made no
change in the size or price of their loaves
and for years made the most remarkable
profits The bakery was the best invest-
ment

¬

a man could have and it was not un-

usual
¬

for quite ordinary sized establish-
ments

¬

to return a clear profit of 25000 or
30000 a year This is one feature of the

Trust business for reformers to look into

THE TRAN8 PACIFI0 CABLE

The laying of a cable across the Pacific
to communicate with our new possessions
goes on with praiseworthy speed New
Years Day San Francisco and Honolulu
exchanged their first greetings under the
sea

Another link will soon be laid between
Honolulu and the Midway Islands 2000
miles away to be followed at once by a
third link of 2000 miles to Guam when
a fourth link of 2000 miles will carry it
into Maniln Bay and make the line com
plete This will be attained before the
end of the year tolls will be reduced from
S1C0 a word to 1 and we can reach our
armies our ships and our civil ofiicials at
once over a wholly American line instead
of literally going around the world with
11 different relays and no end of changes
of languages and inspections by ail sorts
and conditions of alien operators

In view of the probable complications in
China it Is highly important that none but
American citzens have access to messages
sent by the Government to Its Generals
Admirals and civil officials

Gen Botnton wants an appropriation
frnm Congress to improve the road from
Crawfish Springs to Stevens Gap in the
Chickamauga National Park This is
stretch of road about 12 miles long over
which the preliminary operations of the
Union army were made The road over
which the Confederates made their pre-
liminary movements from Lee and Gor-

dons Mills to Lafayette has already
been improved and this work Is desira-

ble also in view of the Park being made
general rendezvous for portions of the

Regular Army and the National Guard of
several Southern States

PERSONAL

Lieut Wilson Barber of the 7th Ohio
Cav died suddenly of heart disease on
Christmas Day Interment was near his
old home at New Richmond O

Comrade H C St Pierre who now
holds the high position of one of the Jus-
tices of the Superior Court of the Province
of Quebec was fully expected at the last
National Encampment by host of friends
in the Grand Army of the Republic but
the pressure of business in ills court pre-
vented his leaving for so long time nnd
besides he tvas attracted to the reunion
of his own regiment the 70th N Y in
which he held the rank of Corporal He
went thither and the warmth of greeting
from his old regiment compensated for his
missing the National Encampment

Mrs Mary Ann Greenwood Buford
widow of Gen Napoleon B Buford of the
Regular Army 27th 111 and brevet Major
General of Volunteers died at Chicago
New Years Day and wag buried at Rock
Island She was formerly very popular
In Washington society and personally ac
quainted with many great men of tbc
Daniel Webster period

Those who have seen Gen Fred Grant
since his return from the Philippines say
that his resemblance to his distinguished
father is startling His hair and beard
formerly reddish are darker with here
and there streak of gray and worn ex-
actly like his fathers He is a head taller
than was bis father

Maj J W Wham Paymaster U S
A retired who was a Sergeant in Grants
old regiment the 21st III and personal
friend of the-- great commander recently
gave before the Reunion of tlie Bond
County Illinois Veterans a lecture entitled

Appomattox the Grave of Feudalism
aud the Birthplace of Universal Liberty
The papers say his lecture was a gem of
the classics and nbouudcu in snlcndid die- -
tion and brilliant word pictures

Trcscott Post No 10 Salem O hasput up Comrade A C Ycngling M D as
candidate for Commander for the De

partment or unio u a ic aud is work
ing hard to secure his election Comrade
Ycngling served in tlie 143d Ohio is Past
Commander of the Post Past Medical
Director of the Department aud has becu
one of the Examining Surgeons for 1 1
years He is a mau of high standing in
the community

Senator N B Scott of West Virginia
is a member or J V Holliday PetWheeling W Va as is also Represen
tative It B Dovener Another prominent
comrade of the Post is Hon T H Mel
vln Judge of the Court of Common
Plea
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LPOTINO PRIVATE FORTUNES
Quite n number of writers of more or

less ability have advocated a legal limita ¬

tion of the amount of money that any
man should be allowed to accumulate but
not in recent sears at least has anyone
made a serious attempt to embody his
ideas in the laws of the land Now this
has been doUQbr some Indiana man a
constituent of Representative Griffith nt
whose request Mr Griffith has introduced
the following joint resolution proposing a
Constitutional Amendment

01IWhereas the private fortunes into
which the national wealth is being con
gested gignnth though they be are as
yet only in their infancy and being
transmitted practically incorporate and in
tact these fortunes are in process of re-
doubling

¬

by componnd interest aud com-
pound

¬

dividends from tlie present hun ¬

dreds of millions of dollars each into
eventually thousands of millions of do
lars each already an offense against pub ¬

lic policy simple justice vital religion
and common sense and

Whereas the framers of tho Constitu
tion would undoubtedly have provided
some such limiting article could they have
foreseen the need and

Whereas there is no reason why covet- -
ousness be the one privileged license and
peril with no legislative barrier nor ban
Therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled two
thirds of each Heuse concurring therein
That the following article be proposed to
the Legislatures of the several States as
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States as part of the Constitu
tion namely

No citizen nor resident nor Investor in
any or nil States Territories or District
comprising the United States shall be per
mitted to possess in any or all kinds of
property an aggregate value of more than
S10000000 which sura shnll be the
limit of private property in or for
any individual joint individual guardian
trustee agent or other orm or device of
private estate ownership or reserved for
each inheritor or legatee And when ¬

ever or wherever such aforesaid private
ownership or holding or trustship or re
serving shall be found to exceed in
amount of property concerned the limit
above named the excess shall nil be con
demned whether or not as a public ntii
sancc a public folly or a public peril
nnd be accordingly forfeited into the
United States Treasury And the States
and so forth shall each and all enforce
this amendment by necessary or penal leg-

islation failing which in any instance
Congress shall so enforco it

The first thing that strikes one In this
proposition is the very liberal bonndary
he has placed upon private fortunes
What ever may happen this country Is

not likely to be Infested so to speak with
men having fortunes so large as 10000- -

000 If be had made his limitation one
tenth that amount it would have struck
the popular fancy a great deal harder

The next thing Is that the proposer has
had evidently jjttle experience with the
operation of jour present tax laws or be
would knowYhow elusive a mans wealth
becomes whetftte Assessor Ftarts out to
find it A man may be rated in the com-

mercial
¬

ngcncjias worth a full round
million whilo the Assessor try as hard
as he may can find but a few beggarly
thousands If would be interesting to see
such a law tried and a commission named
to consider whether such men as Morgan
jCarncgie Rockefeller Gould Vanderbilt
et al shalU be- - condemned as a public
nuisance a public folly or a public peril

Tlie proceedings of such a commission
would certainly afford good reading for
the newspapers Of course there is no
probability of the seri6us consideration of
this scheme It has had all the publicity
it ever will have and the resolution will
have an undisturbed sleep In the pigeon ¬

holes of tlie Committee on Judiciary to
which It is referred

Seriously there is a much surer way of
dissipating these enormous fortunes than
by nny law which Congress can pass
The heirs will take care of that and
probably the lawyers will assist them
The old Greeks made grandson the syn ¬

onym for spendthrift and human nature
has not changed since then Some one
has said that it is three generations from
shirt sleeves to dress coat and about three
generations from dress coat back to shirt ¬

sleeves again
Tiie best tiling with regard to these

great private fortunes Is the inheritance
tax which New York copying from the ex-

perience
¬

of some European countries has
been trying very successfully with great
increment to the Stato Treasury There
are very strong theoretic and other con
siderations against any limitation as to
the amount of money a man may make
by his brains energy and foresight This
wealth Is considered a legitimate reward
and it is not public policy to interfere with
it in any way But such reasoning does
not obtain for those to whom death trans
mits what others have accumulated The
State may not take from a man anything
which he hns earned during his lifetime
but when ho can no longer use it it may
insist on a share of that which passes
to his successors The State of New
York is very well satisfied with the opera
tion of Its inheritance tax law and it is
likely that other States will follow its ex ¬

ample by similar legislation This form
of fcix involves the old requirement of

getting the most feathers from the fowl
with tho least squalling

MAIMED SOLDIERS ACT

The net increasing the pensions of
maimed soldiers which was passed by the
Senate and amended by the House is
now in the ihnnds of n conference com-

mittee
¬

but rfclion upon it is not expected
until sometime bcxt month since several
of the conferee are absent It contains
a provision that when any pensioner un-

der
¬

the xct ofJune 27 1890 is so to-

tally
¬

disablcpas to require the constant
aid and attention of another person his
rating shall beraised to 30 per month

t -
Repuesetative Pabkeh of New

Jersey has 4pjrpposed an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States
whieli readsV0

No Stato hall legalize bigamy or
polygamy or any contract for bigamous
or polygamqpsjassociation nor authorize
the descentworrdistribution of properly nt
the death of any man to his children by
uny woman to whom he has or shall not
have been jolnca in lawtul wedlock

It would hardly seem mat the danger
from polygamy is so urgent as to require
a Constitutional Amendment as the force
of public opinion everywhere which Is
btrouger even than the Constitution is so
strenuous against polygamy that tlie insti-
tution

¬

can never be revived However if
it will do any good to have a Constitu-
tional

¬

Amendment Tet us have one

ArPAREKTW good work on the bat ¬

tleship Oregon cuts little figure in Califor¬

nia politics since Irving M Scott only re¬

ceived one vote in the Senatorial caucus
to 4S fcr Senator Perkins

SiKleqqShorty
and theBoys ofCo

On the March im0tieCdXMtt
Copyrighted ISO by tho publishers of Tns Nationai Tbibckc

The Rainy Night Alter the Battle of Averas- -
boro Hardee Abandons His stronghold
The strong works into which Hardee

gathered his routed troops commanded the
point at which the road running to Beu
tonville and Smithfield branched off from
the direct plank road running nearly north
to Avcrnsboro and Raleigh

Through the gathering gloom of the
dark rainy March afternoon tlie fourdi
visions fought their way forward to the
creek valley in front of the works and
went into line ready for the next morn-
ings

¬

assault -
Kilpatricks indcfatiguble cavalry their

horses sinking to the knees in the mire
their dismounted men moiling through the
mud nnd rain to attack Mc Laws infnu
try with their terrible carbines were dog ¬

gedly working their way over to the right
and eastward to reach the Goldsboro
Road cut off tho rebels retreat and es-

tablish
¬

connection with the trains and the
Army of the Tennessee

So closed down tho day gloomy with
Natures worst moods but bright with
victory What would the morrow bring
forth

Would Hnrdee be able to maintain him--

THERE WAS SPLITTING SCREAM AND A OREAT TVTLD CAT DROPPED DOWN
FROM THE TREE

self in that strong position and check the
farther advance of the army

I suppose we might as well go into
camp with the rest said Si Theres
no rebels left this side the crick and we
cant get across the crick nor see any
thing if we did

Theres some beeches over there thatll
shed the coarsest part of the rain re¬

marked Shorty pointing to a group I
always get under beeches when I can
They seem so much more homelike than
these dreary old cedars more like the
North Lets put the horses under those
over there and make camp under them
others Then well be all ready for an
early start in the morning

Theres a big holler sycamore there
in which we can build a good fire sug ¬

gested Sandy Baker We can have some
of the comforts of a home in spite of the
rain

The gigantic sycamore which Sandy
had luckily discovered had rotfed away
after the fashion of those trees on the
southeastern side until it had left a cav-
ity

¬

about the size nnd appearance of one
of the great old fashioned fireplaces

Gathering up pine knots and other dead
tuff they speedily hod a bright blaze

burning under this shelter to take some
of the numbing chill from their hands and
feet

Well this Is comfort indeed mur-
mured

¬

Shorty contentedly looking out nt
the solid down pour and backing up into
the fire after the manner of those days
until the smell of burning wool warned
him thnt the tail of his overcoat was
afire How I pity the fellers that haint
n holler tree to get Into on such a night
ns this which X dont believe no other
squad in the army has The Lords
mighty good to ns and I dont see how
in tlie world we could ever get along with
out Sandv

Come on boys said SI Lets get
out and make our horses as comfortable
as possible for the night Poor things
they have had a hard day and prohnblyII
have a harder one tomorrow Tom yon
tny back and keep the fire burning nnd

start some water to boiling for coffee
Well take care of your horse

They tied the horses close to the trunks
of the beeches took off the saddles nnd
bridles and carried them up to the syc ¬

amore broke off some cedars and laid
them across the lower branches of the
beeches to form a rnde shelter rubbed
their horses down carefully wiped the
mnd from their hoofs and gave each a
ration of corn In a nose bag

There I guess thats all we can do
and theyre better stabled for the night
than any other horses in the nrmy are
this evening said Si contentedly as he
led the boys back to the sycamore

They were just squatting down around
the welcome fire to begin the preparation
of their supper when there wns an eir
splitting scream and n great wild cat
with blazing green eyes dropped down
from inside the tree striking the tins
boiling about the fire knocking them over
scalding herself with the hot wnter and
bowling over Alf nnd Monty witli several
deep scratches as she fled out through the
woods yelling with fright and pain

Great Jehosephat exclaimed Miorty
as soon ns he could recover his equilib-
rium

¬

I thought for a minute the whole
of Hnrdees army was on top of us That
was the rebel yell in- - its quintessence
Sandy when you invite gentlemen to your
house you should notny other guests ivho
may not feel comfortable to leave

They gathered np their cups and refilled
them and ranged themselves around In a
semi circle before the fire The line was
too long however for the capacity of the
fireplace and it was the old eampstory
while their tnces were ourning tneir nacKs
were out in the chill storm Only Tom
Brnincrd was fully sheltered by being
given a seat under the hanch of the
opening

They were toasting their water soaked
crackers before the fire to get them back
to the crispness of bread when they were
stnrtled by hearing the agonized cry of a
linliy It came from up in the tree nnd
was so realistic that they nil sprang up
ran hack and looked up in tlie branches
for the child

What in the world gasped Si but
the next minute the mystery was explain ¬

ed by an animal nith n long tail marked
ivitu rings leaping down into tlie edge
of the fire scattering the tins again and
disappearing with a scent of singed hair
ns a trail -

Hello there was a coon up there too
aud the fire running up inside reached

hini said Si nicking im the cups to re
fill them while the rest rescued their bits
of toasting crackers from the ashes and
fire I ouglitve known that was a
coons squall when I heard iL

I want to get some supper some time
grumbled Shorty whose cracker had been
kicked clear into the fire Sandy if you
have any more guests tip there who waut
to retire into the fresh air I hope youll
go up and cut a back door for them by
which they can withdraw without attract
liic attention

They rearranged their cups which were
soon boiling again and with their toasted
crackers aud meat broiled on sticks were
making a very fair supper when down
fell three or four half stilled quirrels
which the boys hastened to kill to put out
of their pain

Look here Sandy if you intended to
bunk us iu a menagerie why didnt you
say so at first exclaimed Shorty pick ¬

ing up his coffee nnd meat again Why
didnt you make us put up the admission
fee before coming in While I like
menageries well enough when Im prepar
ed for em 1 am t partial to surprise par
ties of this kind

AN EAR
INSIDE

Snakes too yelled Pete running out
into the rain as a dozen long reptiles
which the warmth had waked up came
wrigling out from among the old roots

Sandy you durncd little fool haint you
no more sense than go build a fire right
in a snake nest

How did I know there was snakes in
there Whatre you all jumping on me
for grumbled Sandy I was doing the
best I could I was hunting a good place
to build a fire None of the rest of you
wasnt doing nothing 1 wasnt collect-
ing

¬

varmints to put in your dining room
Of course you wasnt Sandy Si con-

soled
¬

him Yon did very well It was
great luck in you finding this tree Weve
got to take this side show along with the
rest Its a heap better after all than
sitting out in the rain

Lucky I haint been drinking laugh ¬

ed Shorty looking after the snakes Id
be sure I had era again

I guess weve got ail the critters
smoked out by this time said SI Well
have peace now Lets finish our sup-
per

¬

and shake down We must be stir-
ring

¬

early
The fires running up the inside of the

tree remarked Shorty with a glance up-
ward

¬

No telling whntH come next
The whole of the rest of the menagerie
may be np there

They had scarcely lighted their pipes
and composed themselves for a brief dis
enssion of the events of the day when
with a crash came a big clump of wild
honey The sliver around which it had
been built had burned away and let it
drop Most of the bees had been stifled
by the smoke but there remained a few
alive and they were very lively

inat must ue uie ena ot the pro-
gram

¬

said Si when the excitement over
this had subsided and the boys were con
soling themselves with as much of the
honey as they could rescue from the ashes
The next time we build a fire in an old

sycamore well send Pete up the tree first
to clenr out the other teiants

Aint going to do nothing of the kind
crumbled the unnppcased Pete It was
all Sandys fault

They broke off a lot of pine branches to
lay before the fire and keep them out of
the mud and water went and took a final
look at the horses for the night rubbed
off their hoofs piled all the dead wood
they could find on the fire spread their
blankets on the branches and lay down
with their feet to the tire and so much
of them as the sycamore would cover un ¬

der shelter with the rest taking the pour-
ing

¬

shower
They were so very tired that they slept

through it all and felt that Niagara pour-
ing

¬

on them would have scarcely wakened
them Si could rely on himself to wake
nt the first peep of day life on an In ¬

diana farm had bred that habit in him
but the next morning the day broke with
a crash that brought him instantly to his
feet rubbing his eyes to get them open
in the shortest time and see what had
happened His first thought was that
Hardee had opened nil his artillerv nnd
mnskctry upon the Union lines directing
most of it toward where he wns sleeping
When he got his eyes open he saw that the
fire they had built had been to much Fnr
me old sjcamore Fortunately the wind
had changed during the night and sent the
tree over trom them it had torn down a
nnmber of others in its fall and as Si
glanced along Its prostrate length he could
see clear over to the rebel line of works
nnd they were empty

Not a man was standing or stirring
anywhere in sight This was more start
ling tnan the tall or the tree and he in-
stantly

¬

called Shortys attention to it
Hardee had taken advantage of the

dense darkness and the rain to march off
with his whole army That night march
must have been as bad on his army as the
battle of the day but he had once more
elnded Sherman and was pressing on-
ward

¬

Sherman thought to cover Ral ¬

eigh really to join Joe Johnston For
once Sherman was deceived A much
more astute leader than Beauregard wan
now in command Sherman could uot
hoodwink Joe Johnston ns he had been
doing his predecessors

Tlie retreat of tlie enemy nfter the
stubborn fighting exhibited tlie day be¬

fore was an intense surprise to the annv
girding itself up for a renewal of the bat-
tle

¬

Si and his companions at once threw
their wet saddles on their horses nnd
without waiting for breakfast mounted
and rode across the creek to the rebel
works- - They found nobody there hnr
the sick and wounded in a forlorn iojr

cabin and stable used for the hospital
and a few drenched dispirited hungry
skulkers who reported that Hardee had
begun to move out as soon as darkness
set in The rainbeaten works looked as
if they had not been occupied for weeks
instead of hours All was abandonment
desolation sickening solitude and dreary
waste The breastworks were running
back to tlie earth again under the beating
rain in torrents of yellow slime The
bastions were pools of mnd the road
ditches the parade grounds sheets of
mire Only things broken and ruined in
the battles of the day before were left
behind Everything worth taking waa
gone

The rebels were too far away by this
time for pursuit nnd making his way over
to the plank road Si came to a shack
which had been put up to shelter some
officers likely the curled darlings of
Charleston society who were in Khetts
Brigade of heavy artillery which had
been defending the works Si went on to
the farther edge of the hill took a look
across the valley and then decided to re ¬

turn to the shack halt feed and get
breakfast

Tlie sound of cheering-- came dully
through the wet blankets of rain as regi ¬

ment after regiment plodded through the
mud over the deserted works

As the boys finished their breakfast
lighted their pipes and stood around de¬

bating what should be the next move still
louder cheering came from down the
plank road

Old Billy must be coming up out there
from tlie way the boys are yelling re¬

marked Shorty
Thats what he is answered SI

There he comes now he continued
pointing with his pipe stem to where a
group of horsemen were dashing through
the showers around a bend in the road
At their head and considerably in ad¬

vance of the others spurring forward Im ¬

patiently was the well known form of
the General-in-Chi- tall angular bend-
ing

¬

forward as if he conld not get his
horse to go on fast enough Behind him
rode Ills hard worked staff and the slen ¬

der schorlarly Iooking Maj Gen Slocum
the Commander of the Left Wing

Si lined the boys up in the rain to re¬

ceive the distinguished comers in proper
form

nello Sergeant said Gen Sherman
springing from his horse and walking un ¬

der the shelter of the shack to the fire
and giving the chunks an impatient kick
to bunch them closer together How far
out this road have yon been

Only a little ways General replied
Si saluting Went far encngh to see
across the valley to the highland on the
other side Nothing over there nobody
moving Then we came back here to get
breakfast and wait for orders

Very good Very good Hardees far
enough off by this time Devil of a night
march that for his men though Here
men rouse up this fire Theres some fat
pine lying over there Go over and get
it and pile it on

This was Shermans way He always
wanted to take charge of everything in
sight wherever he waa and give direc ¬
tions and orders about everything from
the boiling of a cup of coffee by some pri-
vate

¬

to the mannver of a brigade by a
General Nothing escaped his eye nor
a suggestion that it could be done better
thanit was being

The boys jumped around and gathered
np every bit of dead wood in sight

A fire big enough to warm a Sergeant
and Corpora 13 ought to be about 20 times
as big for a couple of Major Genera Is
said Shorty making for a big pine log
which formed part of the revetment of
the works Here Abe catch hold of one
end of that log

The two splashed and slipped with the
heavy log laboring np to the fire

Here dont lay it over there Lay It
right on commanded Gen Sherman

Itll mash the fire down Shorty tried
to say grunting under the weight

Lay it right on right across the fire
this way commanded the General with
sharp imperativeness

Not In the best of humors who could
be good humored such a morning Shorty
brought his end n round until the log was
over the center of the fire and dropped it

It fell with crushing weight on the pile
of blazing fagots sending them flying in
eery direction

Confound it I didnt tell yon to throw
it on but lay it on exclaimed Gen Sher-
man

¬

hopping around with the rest to
avoid tlie firebrands Why didnt yon
lay it on gently

That log aint no feather said Shor
ty moving away sullenly

Si and the rest hastened to smooth
things over by picking up tlie scattered
chunks rebuilding the fire and piling on
pine knots

Stay here Sergeant said Gen Sher ¬

man ns Si moved to a respectful distance
I may hae nse for you I remember

you You re from Indiana belong to the

We belong to the 200th Injianny Vol-
unteer

¬

Infantry said Si prondly draw¬
ing himself up to the position of a soldier
and saluting

Yes yes I know Col McGillicnddys
regiments Splendid fellows nil of you
Stay right there a few minutes

Slocum this is nil right he continued
triumphantly to the Commander of the
Left Wing Hardees thrown up the
sponge and is making all snecd back to
join Johnston for the defense of Ral
eigh We won t see anything more of
him until we get near Raleigh By that
time well have Schofield and Terry with
us and it won t matter how many John ¬

ston may have with him This clears our
road to Goldsboro where well meet Scho-
field

¬

and Terry You send one division
up toward Averasboro to make Hardee
believe we are pursuing him nnd turn
the others up this road toward Goldsboro
Ill send orders to Kilpatrick to follow on
after Hardee and hang on to him Ill
go across the country to join Howard
and hurry forward the junction with the
others at Goldsboro Ill be with How¬

ard till we get to Goldsboro Push things
along but keep well closed up Let your
division come back and nfter it reaches
Averasboro and follow along after the
others Here Sergeant I want yon to
take this note to Gen Kilpatrick Find
him ns soon as you can Hes somewhere
out there in that direction Give it per-
sonally

¬

into his hands and report the fact
to Gen Slocum

Taking his letter book from his inside
pocket he hastily wrote a note to the Gen ¬

eral with whieli Si went off into the
drenched woods followed by the others

To be continued

Senator MLaurin of Mississippi
proposes a couple of startling amend-
ments

¬

to the Military Bill The first is
that any officer ordering a private to per-

form
¬

any service for his or any other
officers benefit shall be cashiered and
that in hi3 trial or in any trial affecting
a private soldier one half the court shall
be composed of private soldiers This
will hardly be considered

Thh Treasdrv statement for the
month of December shows that on the 31st
of the month there was 133103120003
actual cash in the Treasury vaults and
that the amount had increased during the
month nearly 10000000 or 98337920
to be exact This heaping up of money la
the Treasury is exceedingly dangerous to
husiuess aud demands a change which will
redistribute the surplus to the people to

horn it belongs
m

The probable defeat of Mr E O Wol
cott for reelection to the United State
Senate opens up another feature of the
trut problems Mr Wolcott was accused
uf too clobe affiliation with one great trust
which was at war with auother great
trust The latter therefore eutered the
field agaiust him and has secured his de¬

feat Are the great trusts to war with one
another aud their contests take the place
in this country of the battles which were
fought iu former years in the Latin coun ¬

tries by the great families and in the
north of Europe by the dukes aud couuts
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